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RORY MACKINNON
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TONY BRISCOE
RICHARD BAGLE,Y

A COMPLETE SET OF CASE PAPERS

THE CHARGES AS SENT TO RORY BY EMAIL
FROM TONY BRISCOE DATED 31 MARCH 2014

I write further to your

suspension on full pay on 9 March 2014, pending
an investigation by me as PPPS Secretary. This was due to a complaint
from the RMT, arising from your attendance on 8 March at the RMT
Women's Conference in Scotland

The charges against you are that:

1. You have broken the trust and confidence expected of you

as a

Star reporter, through actions which led to your exclusion from

Morning
a union

conference

2. Through your behaviour

and actions you brought the Morning Star into
serious disrepute, by challenging (via Twitter) the right of a trade union
to ask a person to leave its conference

3. You failed to follow journalistic

etiquette in the performance of your
duties, by asking a question at a delegate-based conference

4. You "went public"

on your social media feed before consulting your line

management

5. You failed to comply with, and accept

reasonable management
instructions, to refrain from any public comment on the matter, by
failing to remove from public view posts on your Twitter feed related to
the incident
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E\IAIL FROM RORY MACKINNON
TO RICHARD BAGLEY DATED 9 MARCH2OI4

From:

Rory

Date: Sun,
To: Richard

MacKinnon <i:l:r.-'ki:':n*:r,:'r:!.rttElgllgilgp133>
Mar
2014 ll:26:13 +0000
9

Bagley
Subject: Re: Today - Sunday 9l3ll4

Hi

Richard,
Here's the statement I wrote and emailed to Will last night. I want to
stress that Pottage's address was just one of several stories I planned to
file from the conference.

STATEMENT

ON E,JECTION FROM THE RMT WOMEN'S

CONFERENCE, JURY'S INN JAMAICA
08t03t20t4

ST, GLASGOW ON

by Rory MacKinnon

I am writing this statement

as a record of the events that led to my being

ejected from the Rail Maritime and Transport (RMT) union women's
conference in Glasgow today.

As this statement will show, I believe my behaviour as a reporter and
representative for the Morning Star was above reproach; my subsequent
removal by STUC officials was therefore an act of pure retaliation for an
inconvenient line of questioning and an unjustifiable attack on press
freedom.

2

On 06 March, two days before the conference, I contacted Mike Barry
and Diane McKellar at the RMT's Scotland office to obtain a copy of the
agenda and ask what time the conference started, having identified myself
as a Morning Star reporter. My email records show that this request was
forwarded to the RMT's Equal Opportunities officer Jessica Webb, who
responded "Sure. 2pm start tomorrow."
When I arrived in conference suite 109 at 10am I immediately identified
myself by name and organisation to the officers at the door, displayed my
press card and asked again whether I would be allowed to sit in on the
conference.

I was then escorted to the front of the room, where the official explicitly
asked STUC assistant secretary Ann Henderson whether I was allowed to
sit in on the conference. I again identified myself to Ms Henderson and
asked again whether this would be alright. Ms Henderson explicitly
assured me it would be fine. I then moved to the back row and quietly
took my place in a seat on the aisle.

From the conference's opening at 10am to the break for lunch at
l2:45pm,I took notes and spoke only once. I believe this single question
was the reason for my subsequent removal.

My question followed an address by the RMT's national organising coordinator Alan Pottage on the subject of recruiting women organisers and
combating sexism in the workplace, both inside and outside the union. Mr
Pottage began his own address recounting the abuse a female RMT
member had suffered during a conference in 1991, and that he hoped the
union had come a long way in combating such attitudes. "If you've got
someone going around the workplace abusing their fellow workers whether they're an RMT member or not - they don't deserve to be in that
workplace".

When Mr Pottage concluded his address the chair opened the discussion
to the floor with a Q & A session with Mr Pottage. After waiting several
seconds to see if anyone else would raise their hand, I silently raised my
own and was called on by the chair. I then stood, identified myself by
name as a reporter for the Morning Star and asked if I could follow up on
his comments about combating sexist abuse both within and outside the
union.
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closed to the press and Public.
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Throughout this discussion I retained a polite tone and did not raise my
voice or alert delegates to the affat, as I did not wish to bring the
Morning Star into disrepute. Ms Henderson and Mr Smith both stood
ou., *"-as I gathered my things, packed my laptop case and the pair then
escorted me to the door, with Mr Smith closing it behind me. I then
immediately left the hotel.

Around five minutes after leaving the hotel my phone displayed a call
from the STUC's press secretary Kevin Buchanan. I decided not to
answer the phone oi.rrgug. further with STUC representatives until I had
discussed the matter with my news editor and line manager Will Stone'

I do not wish to make any claims here regarding the Leneghan/Hedley

investigation or the RMT union's handling of it. I write this record only
to demonstrate that I conducted myself with professionalism and integrity
as a journalist for the Morning Star, pursuing a newsworthy story on an
issue of significant interest to its readers in the trade union movement particularly given its falling on International Women's Day - only to
iustain intimidation and blackballing by officials who should know
better.
Rory MacKinnon,08 March 2014
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